Human Population Growth Computer Lab Activity

Part A: World in the Balance: NOVA

Today we will use this website to explore issues in population on planet Earth. http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/nova/worldbalance/  
A. Take the Global Trends Quiz http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/nova/worldbalance/trends.html
See how you do…it is pretty tough.  Write out 3 facts you learned from the quiz.
B. Go to the Material World Link http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/nova/worldbalance/material.html
Look at the stats and pictures for each family.  
Write a “meaty” paragraph to comment on how the Skeens compare to the other families described.  
Write a second paragraph to comment on how your family compares to the Skeens.
C. Open the Earth in Peril interactive.  Browse through the tabs and comment on three of the tabs.  Also, pick one tab and hypothesize how the data would be different for 2014 and explain your reasoning.
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/nova/worldbalance/earth.html
D. Look at the Population Campaigns link http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/nova/worldbalance/campaigns.html
Compare the China, India & Kenya plans in a few sentences.

Part B: Hans Rosling TEDTalks

Watch this clip: http://www.ted.com/talks/hans_rosling_on_global_population_growth.html
Hans Rosling states in his video that he is a “possiblist” and believes that the global community can attain a state where the poorest 2 billion in the world can grow enough economically (through green technology) to slow their population growth.

After watching this video, a student in another APES class stated that he doesn’t believe it can happen.  The reason being his knowledge of economics states there always is going to be “haves” and “have-nots”.  Due to this fact, the poorest 2 billion may never reach an economic level suitable to stop population growth.

In your analysis, reflect on the following ideas.  You can choose to focus in on one of the ideas below or go through all of them if you feel comfortable.  This is probably one of, if not the, most important issue the global community faces in the future.

Prompts

· Was the student right about the “haves” and have-nots”?

· Should industrialized nations impose green technology on developing countries as they grow and develop?

· Is there a “magic bullet” to solve this population issue?  Is it economic growth?  Education of woman?  Birth Control?  Something else?

